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A potenthally massive boost fo the econo-
my is headed West Hempstesd's way

Heatherwonod, a family-owned Long
Island real estate business, is preparing to
imvest $212 million to transform a dilapidat-
ed building across from the train station
ineo & nine-acee ey apartment comples,
Residents and business owners expressed
Irope that this project would provide a huge
Lift tor the local economy

“I think the surrounding businesses will
want to grab on to the ride,” Doug Patrick.
owmer and CED of Heatherwood, said dur-
ing the June 1 West Hempetead Chamber of
Commerce meeting. “Hopefully we see sur-
rounding investment and upgrading of

A RENDERING OF the Heathersood heoury apartment comples,

Chetsting Rivarm/Harakd

Incal businesses here”
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Identical budget up for revote in West Hempstead district

mnclarétheszid.com

West Hempstead residents
milght fieel a letle bit of déja v
when they return to the polls on
Tuesday, June 20, becanse the
school board has decided to put
up for a revate the same 574.1
millicn bedpet that was defeated
Izt mcnth,

Vorers rejected the district's
proposed 2023-24 spending plan
by 201 votes on May 16 — the see-
ond year in a row that West
Hempstead residents did so on
the first vote. Last year: the bud-
et passed in a revote after the
district made slight reductions.

This year, district officials

refused to adjust the spending
plan, even though West Hemp-
stead was only one of twie dis-
tebets om Long Islamd fadlitg to
win badget approval.

The budget. totaling just over
§74.1 million, calls for a tax levy
increase of 1.99 percent. The
state permitted West Hempstead
to budget as mwch a5 a0 243 per
cent Increaze under the tax-cap
law

If adopied, the badget would
rezult in a yearly $155 etax
increase for the average West
Hempstead homeowner

Superintendent Daniel Rehm-
an said the Board of Education
and district administration
beleved putting the same badget

up for o pevote was In the best
interests of the school distebct
and coanrmmnity

“Thee hopee 15 that people will
s the budget for what it Is. and
they will make choice,” Rehman
said. 1 respect the entire com-
munity amd their view We lis-
tened to thiem, and the cormmuni-
ty will decide.”

However, during a May a1
budget hearing, school board
Trostes Burt Blazs said that pt-
ting the same spending plan wp
for a revode and expecting a dif
ferent outcome was unrealistic.
Blass crst the board™s lone dis-
senting wote, arguing apainst the
1 la =R

“This sounds like the very

sane bodeet that was fust reject
ed by the community ust a few
weels ago” Blass said during
the hearing. “So I'm not sure
why we think coming out with
the same budget. maybe with a
few more exclamations, would
achieve different results.

*If our goal is to have a bud-
get approved, then coming out
with the same budget that was

rejected doesn't make much

senge to me,” Blass added,
During the hearing, several
reshderits suppested that the dis-
trict should consider charging
for use of fields and facilities,
and that the practice of using
reserve funds to offset tax

increnses is shortsighted.
Dring the dget presetta
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



" Heatherwood to partner with area businesses
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The plans for the apartment coampiex
feature 428 housing unles ackoss two
buildings and & two-acre courtvard. Ame-
nities are lkely to inchude an cutdoor and
indoor fimess center, a work-from-home
space, a pool, outdoor barbecues and fire
pits, and a rooftop loumge.

The propecty, at 111 Hempstead Turm-
plke, has passed through the hands of
multiple owners in the past decade, but
the space’s poten-
tial hag never

——
fully been real-
ar us to ized, officials

anid.
be in a Officials at
iy Heatherwood,
position where howevir.eald
we're creating they have long-
e term plans for
opportunities the property
According to
fﬂr Clthﬁl' Chris Caprese,
husiness president of
Heatherwood. the
awners .., . project’s primary
that's what this poals are revital-
i izing the West
is all about. Hempstead econ:
oy abd suppord-
CHRIS CAPRESE  !n the strussling
local train station
president, ey el iy ki
Heatherwood ing that retains

the transit-based
workforce. Heatherwoosd wants to boild
something “generational,” he said.

“We don't develop amd then sell. We
develop and owmn.” Caprese sald, adding
that Heatherwood manages and main-
talns It own propertles, “For us to be in
& position whers we're creating opportu-
nities for other business owners to col-
leborate with us in the future — that’s
what this is all about. We believe in com-
mumnity™

Caprese and Patrick sald Heatherwood
iz an “economic engine” looking to part-
nex with lecal businesses and community
members, Heatherwood would be able to
sponsor or host events and potentlally
glve internship and treining opportuni-
ties to students interested in real estate,
construction, engineering amd more,

Heatherwood worked closely with local
organizations like the West Hempstead
Community Support Assoclation amd the

PATRICK SAID THAT the nine-acre hmury apartment complex would give West Hempstead
an economic boost.

Chamber of Commerce, The current
plans are a result of multiple conversa-
tions about the potential for this project

———— MALVERME/WEST HEMPSTEAD ——

HOWTD REACH US
Ot iz o locatedd o 3 Enda Bhwd, Gaedan Citg, BY DIS30 and 300 open oo B30 am. 0 5730 pm,, Monday thingh Frday

MAIN PHONE: (516) 569-4000
W 'WEB SITE: waw iberald comy'mabvems orwivse iherald comywesthempstesd
W E-MAIL Lomars snd othed setmizainns: mabwhadioadihe i com
W EDITORIAL DEPARTHENT: B 256 E-mail: ma-whedioifihesald com
W SURSCRIPFTIONS: Psace T E-mail: cooltherail som Faar |S16) 5654542
W CLASSIFIED ADVERTESING: Ext. 725 E-malt: emyrobds@theald rom Fax: (616} 6227460
W DISPLAT ADVERTISING: Ext. 245 E-mall: rifickmar@fberdd cam Fax: {616} 589.4643

Thee Mahvsrne /Wt Hempstead Herald USRS 01 TETE, & publshed sy Thorsday by Richner Cormurscstions, Inc., 2 Ends Bhad.
Gaglan Dty MY 11590, Perieieale poclape peddl 0 Gasten 0ty MY 11530 sndl scitional medliag ofices, Praimacter sand silens
chianges b Mk, Weel Homprstead Hassid, 7 Erede Bl Garsion Cityg BY 11530 Mewssiand Price £1, Subneription eabes: 360 for 1
et Anaie] Subcripfion Rabes, 5075 per quarter suto-poy o $500 sre-time) payiment witin Nessau County or $501 cutsics of Nessau
Couvy Copyright © 2003 Richner Commnieations, b Al £ghs ressred

and what the community wanted to ses
from it. Caprese sabd support from West
Hempstead is what gave the project the
maomentum and potential it has today

“We're here to collaborate with the
community and make sure we're the part-
ners we say we are)” Patrick said. “That's
Importans o us"

The property, most recently owned by
National Wholesale Liguidators, is cur-
rently a plain white edifice with a parking
ot that one resident described as “'the s~
face of tee moon.”

Officials said the bullding contains
ashestos and lead-based paint and will be
detrclizhed s Heatherwood ean build the
apartment complex from the ground-ap,
Caprese added that creating the complex
from scratch allows Heatherwood to
transform outdated architecture into
something that makes sense for today’s
demographics.

“It's going to lift West Hempstead tre-

DOUG PATRICK,
HEATHERWOOD
owner and chief
execulive, Tar left,
and Chris Capresa,
its president,
showead rendenngs
of the plan at the
hene 1 mesting of
the West
Hempstead
Chamber of
Commedee.

Cheistni Rivara/Herald phatos

A glance at an
ambitious plan

Plans for the propect include: $312
million in construction, 428 housing
units, nine acres, including a two-
acre courtyard, two buildings, &
poal, @ rooftop lounge, indogar and
outdoar fitness centers, a wark-
from-home space and outdoor bar-
becues and fire pits.

mendously in aesthetics,” Maureen
Greenberg, president of the West Hemp-
stead Commmunity Support Association,
said. “It's the gateway to our community
on Hempstead Turnpike.”

Christine Lansalato, Heatherwood's
senior director of development, added,
“It's going from a dreary, dilapidated
building to something that's active, It's
going o create a safer, walkable envion.
abetit for the people that Live in the sue
ronlding arens, s really just an amazing
transformation for the communits”

West Hempstead residents and busi-
ness owners said they are excited for the
potential for & complex that enhances res-
idents” guality of life and fills Long
Island's need for high-quality rentals.

“It presents a golden opportunity not
Just for our local tusinesses, bt for every-
bodw” Marshall Myers, former president
of the West Hempstead Chamber of Com
meree, said at the June 1 meeting, 1
implore you as members of the chamber,
and also g5 cifizens of our community, o
tell everybody vou meet and everywhere
you shop that this is coming.”

While the project still requires some
pertnits, Patrick sadd the outlook s highly
positive moving forward, and the apart-
mperits shoubd be completed {n 2027,

Anvone with further guestions about
the project can contact Lansalato at
clansalatngd heatherwood com.



